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This  m a p hig hlig hts  und e ve lope d  na tura l a re a s  like ly to provid e  core  ha bita t blocks  a nd  
ha bita t conne ctions tha t fa cilita te  spe cie s  m ove m e nts  be twe e n blocks . Und e ve lope d  
ha bita t blocks  provid e  re la tive ly und is turbe d  ha bita t cond itions re quire d  by m a ny of 
Ma ine ’s  spe cie s . Ha bita t conne ctions provid e  ne ce s s a ry opportunitie s  for wild life  to tra ve l 
be twe e n pre fe r re d  ha bita t type s  in s e a rch for food , wa te r, a nd  m a te s . Roa d s  a nd  
d e ve lopm e nt fra g m e nt habita t blocks  a nd  ca n be  ba rrie rs  to m oving  wild life . By 
m a inta ining  a ne twork of inte rconne cte d  blocks towns a nd  la nd  trus ts  ca n prote ct a  wid e  
va rie ty of Ma ine ’s  s pe cie s — both ra re  a nd  com m on— to he lp e ns ure  rich s pecie s  d ive rs ity 
long  into the  future . Ma inta ining  a  ne twork of the s e  la rg e  rura l ope n spa ce s  a ls o prote cts  
future  opportunitie s  for fore s try, a g riculture , a nd  outd oor re cre a tion. 
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Regional Undeveloped Blocks

De ve lope d  Are a s

0 - 250 a cre s

250-500 a cre s

500-1,000 a cre s

1,000-5,000 a cre s

> 5,000 a cre s
1 inch equals 5 miles1 : 325,000

Aerial Imagery
Ae ria l im a g e ry is  ofte n the  be s t tool a va ilable to vis ualize  exis ting  pa tte rns  of d e ve lopm ent 
and  re sulting  chang e s  in the  na tura l land scape. By d e picting  und e ve lope d  ha bita t blocks, 
habita t connectors and  cons e rve d  land s with a e ria l photos, the  m a p us e r can m ore  e a s ily 
id e ntify opportunitie s to expand  the  s ize and  ecolog ical e ffe ctive ne s s  of local cons e rva tion 
e fforts.

Habitat Blocks
Development Buffer (pale transparency)
250-500 foot buffe r a round  im prove d  roa d s  a nd  d e velope d  a re a s  ba s e d  on 
d e ve lopm e nt inte ns ity.
Undeveloped Habitat Block
Re m a ining  la nd  outs id e  of De velopm e nt Buffe rs . Blocks g re a te r than 100 a cre s  
a re  la be le d  with the ir e s tim a te d  a cre a g e .

Highway Bridge Connectors
Hig hwa y brid g e s  along  I-95 a nd  I-295 tha t s pa n ripa ria n ha bita t conne cting  
a d ja ce nt but s e pa ra te d  ha bita t blocks.The s e  a re  loca tions  whe re  spe cie s  a re  
like ly to ta ke  a d va nta g e  of infra s tructure  to m ove  be twe e n ha bita t blocks .

Undeveloped Block Connectors
Likely roa d  cros s ing  a re a s  linking  und e ve lope d  habita t blocks  g re a te r tha n 100 a cre s . The  
thre a t of ha bita t fra g m e nta tion a nd  a nim a l m orta lity corre s pond s  to tra ffic volum e . 

Re d  line s  re pre s e nt habita t roa d  
cros s ing s with d a ily tra ffic volum e s  
g re a te r tha n 2000 ve hicle s  pe r d a y.

Yellow line s  re pre s e nt ha bita t roa d  
cros s ing s with d a ily tra ffic volum e s  
le s s tha n 2000 ve hicle s  pe r d a y.

Re pre s e nte d  ha bita t conne ctions  id e ntifie d  throug h com pute r m od e ling  hig hlig ht loca tions
whe re  qua lity ha bita t is  like ly to occur on both s id e s  of a g ive n roa d  be twe e n und e ve lope d
ha bita t blocks  g re a te r tha n 100 a cre s  a nd  be twe e n hig he r va lue  we tla nd s .The s e  
re pre s e nta tions a re  a pproxim a te  a nd  ha ve  not be en fie ld  ve rifie d .

Approximate Road Crossing Habitat Connections

Riparian Connectors 
Likely cros s ing  loca tions for we tla nd  d e pe nd e nt s pe cie s  m oving  be twe en wa te rwa ys  and  
we tla nd s  d ivid e d  by roa d s  

P urple line s re pre s e nt ripa ria n roa d  
cros s ing s with d a ily tra ffic volum e s  
g re a te r tha n 2000 ve hicle s  pe r d a y.

Blue line s re pre s e nt ripa ria n roa d  
cros s ing s with d a ily tra ffic volum e s  
le s s tha n 2000 ve hicle s  pe r d a y.

The  Sta te  of Ma ine ’s  cons e rve d  la nd s  d a ta ba s e  includ e s  la nd s  in fe d e ra l, s ta te , a nd  
non-profit owne rs hip. It d oe s  not includ e m a ny priva te ly owne d  cons e rva tion la nd s , 
e s pe cia lly thos e  prote cte d  by loca l la nd  trus ts , or town owne d  cons e rva tion land s . For the  
m os t a ccura te  a nd  curre nt inform a tion a bout la nd  owne rs hip, cons ult with the  loca l 
a s s e s s or a nd /or othe r loca l la nd  m a na g e m e nt a g e ncie s . If public a cce s s  potentia l to a ny 
of the  prope rtie s  d is pla ye d  he re  is  unce rta in, la nd owne rs  s hould  be  conta cte d  to 
d e te rm ine  if pe rm is s ion is ne ce s s a ry.

Conserved Lands

Ownership Type  (transparent layers)

State
W ild life  Mana g e m ent Are a s  a nd  othe r prope rtie s  m a na g e d  by the  Depa rtm e nt of Inland  
Fis he rie s  a nd  W ild life , s ta te  pa rks , and  pa rcels m a na g e d  by the  Bure a u of P a rks & 
Land s .

Private Conservation
P rope rtie s  owne d  and  m a na g e d  by priva te  (us ually non-profit) org a niza tions s uch a s  
The Na ture  Cons e rva ncy, Ma ine Coa s t He rita g e  Trus t; Trus t for P ublic Land , and  local 
land  trus ts.

Easement
Volunta ry le g a l a g re e m e nts tha t allow land owne rs to re a lize  econom ic bene fit by 
pe rm anently re s tricting  the  a m ount and  type of future  d e ve lopm ent and  othe r us e s  on all 
or pa rt of the ir prope rty a s  the y continue to own and  us e  it. 

Federal
Na tional pa rks , fore s ts , and  wild life re fug e s . (Includ e s  Cana d ia n cons e rve d  land s.)

Municipal
Town pa rks , wa te r d is trict prope rtie s , com m unity fore s ts , e tc.

DATA SOURCE INFORMATION
  TOW NSHIP  BOUNDARIES
    Ma ine  Office  of GIS: metwp24  (2021)
  ROADS
    Ma ine  Office  of GIS, Ma ine  De pa rtm e nt of Tra nsporta tion): medotpub (2021)
  HYDROLOGY
    U.S. Ge olog ica l Surve y: NHD_Maine (2012)
  UNDEVELOP ED HABITAT BLOCKS, DEVELOP MENT BUFFER, CONNECTORS 
    Ma ine  Depa rtm e nt of Inland  Fis he rie s  a nd  W ild life  (2020)
  CONSERVATION LANDS
    Ma ine  Depa rtm e nt of Ag riculture , Cons e rva tion, a nd  Fore s try, La nd  Us e  P la nning  
    Com m is s ion, Ma ine  De pa rtm e nt of Inla nd  Fis he rie s  a nd  W ild life :
    Conserved Lands (2021)
  AERIAL IMAGERY
    U.S. De pa rtm e nt of Ag riculture : NAIP 2015 - s ta te -wid e  1-m e te r color orthoim a g e ry
DATA SOURCE CONTACT INFORMATION  
  Ma ine  Office  of GIS - http://www.m a ine .g ov/m e g is /ca ta log /
  Ma ine  De pt. of Ag riculture , Cons e rva tion a nd  Fore s try - http://www.m a ine .g ov/d a cf/
  Ma ine  De pt. of Inla nd  Fis he rie s  & W ild life  - http://www.m a ine .g ov/ifw/
  Ma ine  De pa rtm ent of Tra nsporta tion - http://www.m a ine .g ov/m d ot/
  Ma ine  De pa rtm ent of Environm e nta l P rote ction - http://www.m a ine .g ov/d e p/

DIGITAL DATA REQUEST 
  To re que s t d ig ita l d a ta  for a  town or org a niza tion, vis it our we bs ite .
  http://www.be g inning withha bita t.org /the _ m a ps /g is _ d a ta _ re que s t.htm l
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